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O  God  of  all  Being,  who  rulest  in  might, 
All-loving,  all-knowing,  great  Father  of  light; 
For  mercies  unceasing  to  Thee  would  we  raise 
From  hearts  full  of  gladness  hosannas  of  praise. 

We  bless  thee  for  beauty  of  earth  and  of  sky. 
For  insight  and  wisdom  bestowed  from  on  high. 
For  portals  to  knowledge  and  pathways  to  truth. 
For  all  that  uplifts  and  ennobles  our  youth. 

Inspire  us,  O  Father,  Thou  God  of  all  Grace, 
To  fight  a  good  fight  and  to  run  a  straight  race. 
To  raise  high  the  banner  of  truth  in  our  soul. 
And  reach  in  Thy  service  life's  worthiest  goal. 


O  Canada 


O  Canada!  Terre  de  nos  aieux. 

Ton  front  est  ceint  de  fleurons  glorieux; 

Car  ton  bras  salt  porter  I'epee, 

II  salt  porter  la  croix! 

Ton  histoire  est  une  epopee 

Des  plus  brillants  exploits. 

God  keep  our  land  glorious  and  free! 
O  Canada,  we  stand  on  guard  for  thee. 
O  Canada,  we  stand  on  guard  for  thee. 
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Capt.  Algernon  Lucas 


Founder's  Day  Assembly 

Wednesday,  November  21,  2001 

Programme 

•  School  Hymn 

•  Presentations 

•  Cum  Laude  Society  Awards 

•  Founder's  Day 

•  Honouring  the  200 1 

Speirs  Medal  Recipient 

Mr.  Ian  Burgess 
Faculty  1966-1979 

•  O  Canada 


G.  C.  Ian  Burgess 

speirs  Medal  Recipient  -  2001 

Ian  Burgess  taught  at  Selwyn  House  School  from  1966  to  1979,  serving 
as  Head  of  the  English  Department  for  a  decade. 

Ian  introduced  an  enriched  writing  programme,  as  well  as  a  curriculum 
for  critical  approaches  to  the  study  of  traditional  and  contemporary 
literature.  He  wrote  and  printed  support  materials  for  the  School,  including 
an  English  Handbook  and  a  Style  Sheet.  These  programmes  contributed  to  an 
outstanding  success  rate  for  students. 

In  addition  to  coaching  football,  hockey,  and  track,  Ian  initiated,  typeset 
and  published  a  300-page  literary  anthology  of  students'  work.  The  Fourth 
Dimension,  and  developed  a  strong  photography  and  literary  section  for 
the  Yearbook.  He  established  an  active  photography  club  and  designed  the 
School's  first  darkroom,  introduced  multi-media  presentations,  and  set  up 
a  television  workshop  group  that  operated  and  aired  programmes  from  the 
Cable  Television  studio  in  Montreal.  He  introduced  students  to  anima- 
tion techniques  and  promoted  their  production  of  films.  He  got  students 
involved  in  radio  scripting  and  encouraged  them  to  enter  a  national  CBC 
competition,  where  six  of  the  seven  Selwyn  House  groups  won  prizes. 

Ian  launched  and  managed  three  book  fairs,  and  was  instrumental  in 
getting  our  library  restructured  and  catalogued.  He  was  actively  involved  in 
Selwyn  House  Canada  Day  programmes  and  helped  attract  major  Canadian 
writers  to  the  School. 

lan's  accomplishments  outside  Selwyn  House  include  serving  as  an 
Independent  School  representative  on  the  Secondary  Language  Arts 
Committee  of  Quebec. 

In  1974,  Ian  created  a  small  publishing  house  that  distributed  titles 
purchased  by  the  Canadian  government  for  distribution  worldwide  through 
its  embassies.  That  same  year,  he  had  a  collection  of  poems.  Black  Lunacy, 
published  by  Valley-Mosaic  Press.  He  set  up  the  first  Vehicule  Poetry 
Reading  Series,  funded  by  the  Canada  Council,  and  was  elected,  along  with 
Louise  Gareau  DuBois  and  Margaret  Atwood,  to  the  executive  of  P.E.N. 
International,  a  world-wide  organization  of  poets,  essayists  and  novelists. 

In  1977,  he  was  named,  in  a  national  competition,  as  one  of  a  team  of 
thirty-seven  teachers  from  across  Canada  to  be  involved  in  the  development 
and  publication  of  ten  resource  guides  for  the  teaching  of  Canadian 
literature.  During  this  project,  he  co-authored  two  books,  Quebec  Literature 
in  Translation,  and  Images  of  Biculturalism,  which  were  published  by  the 
Writers'  Development  Trust,  and  were  adopted  by  every  ministry  of 
education  in  Canada. 

"Inspired  as  I  was  by  the  ever-present  examples  of  outstanding 
educational  and  administrative  excellence,  I  requested — and  was  given — 
every  opportunity  to  grow,"  he  recalls.  "There  was  not  one  major  challenge  I 
sought  to  undertake  that  was  refused  or  limited.  My  activities,  ventures  and 
achievements  at  Selwyn  House  bear  witness  to  the  truth  of  this  statement." 


